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Lexington Districts 2 and 
3 will use eLearning days for 
school make-up days.

They are 2 of 10 
additional districts approved 
to participate in the 2019-20 
school year, the Education 
Oversight Committee 
announced.

Lexington 1 in Lexington, 
Gilbert and Pelion is not 
involved in the pilot project.

“We have makeup days 
on our calendar,” Mary Beth 
Hill of Lexington 1 said.

eLearning allows districts 
to continue lessons at home 
when classes on regularly 
scheduled school days are 
cancelled, as in the case of 
inclement weather. Students 
will communicate with 
teachers and have class 
work to complete and turn 
in during eLearning days.

A total of 15 districts will 
now be part of the program, 
the committee said. 

“We’re excited to be 
part of eLearning,” said 
Lexington 2 Superintendent 
Dr. William B. James Jr. 

“This program will 
provide continuous 
learning for our students, 
on days when school might 
be cancelled unexpectedly 
for weather. We also hope 
it will be less disruptive for 
families, since we won’t 
have to adjust the district 
calendar to make up 
missed days.”

For the 2019-20 school 
year, 1st-year districts 
will provide support and 
assistance to the 10 newest 
districts as they launch their 
programs, the Education 
Oversight Committee said. 

Lexington 2’s partner 
district will be Anderson 
5. The oversight 
committee also will work 
with SC ETV, State Library, 
and the S.C. Department 
of Education to provide 
resources and support.

Lexington 2 to offer 
online school
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Lexington County college 
applicants may face a new 
admissions hurdle.

The College Board has 
stirred a storm of criticism 
with plans to assign an ad-
versity score to those who 
take the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test for college admissions.

This is supposed to cap-
ture their social and eco-
nomic background, jumping 
into the debate over race 
and class in admissions.

Critics call it political lib-
eralism run amuck.

The new number, called 

an adversity score by college 
admissions officers, is calcu-
lated using 15 factors.

They include crime and 
poverty in a student’s high 
school and neighborhood.

Students won’t be told 
their scores but colleges will 
in reviewing their applica-
tions, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported.

50 colleges used the score 
last year in a beta test. The 
board plans to expand it to 
150 colleges this fall.

How colleges weigh race 
and class in admissions deci-
sions is hotly contested.

For example, Harvard Uni-

versity says student diversity 
is part of its mission.

A lawsuit accusing Har-
vard of discriminating 
against Asian-Americans 
by holding them to a high-
er standard is awaiting a 
judge’s ruling.

Lawsuits charging unfair 
admissions have been filed 
against the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and the University of 
California system.

Similar lawsuits have not 
been reported in SC.

The board has worried 
about income inequality in-
fluencing test results.

White students scored an 
average 177 points higher 
than blacks and 133 points 
higher than Hispanics.

Asian students scored 100 
points higher than whites.

Children of wealthy, col-
lege-educated parents out-
performed others.

Federal prosecutors re-
vealed this year that stu-
dents cheated on the SAT 
and ACT for years in a col-
lege cheating scheme.

An adversity score of 50 
is average. Scores above it 
mean hardship, below it 
means privilege.

Critics question new diversity test scores
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 John Bradley, Flotilla Commander, Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Lake Murray, holds a membership growth 
certificate presented to him July 13, at Coast Guard 
Station Charleston. The award to recognize Bradley’s 
outstanding contributions to the growth of Auxiliary 
membership was presented by Commodore Gary Barth 

(left), on behalf of the Seventh Coast Guard District 
Auxiliary. Joe Livingston, Division 12 Commander (sec-
ond from left) and Captain John Reed, the commanding 
officer of Coast Guard Sector Charleston (right) offer 
their congratulations.

CoasT Guard auxiliary phoTo By BarBara BurChfield
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South Carolina is a 
leading state for alcohol and 
drug-related deaths.

The victims are mostly age 
20 to 55 years old.

The highest premature 
death rates were here 
and in other southeastern 
and southwestern states – 
West Virginia, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Oklahoma, 
Kentucky, Arkansas, New 
Mexico, Louisiana and 
Tennessee.

No specific figures were 
available for such deaths in 
Lexington County.

10 states with the lowest 
probability of premature 
death among this age 
group were Minnesota, 
California, New York, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Washington, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, 
and Hawaii.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
said this paints a grim 
picture of worsening health 
trends across the nation 
as the opioid epidemic 
and progress against heart 
disease hurt life expectancy.

Among adults age 25-44, 
death rates rose 21% for 

white and black adults and 
13% for Hispanic adults

Hispanics have long 
experienced lower death 
rates than blacks or whites 
but overdose deaths are 
hitting younger Hispanics.

“People are just now 
starting to recognize that 
the opioid epidemic is not 
just a white phenomenon,” 
said Andrew Fenelon of the 
University of Maryland who 
has studied health and life 
expectancy for Hispanics.

Overall death rates among 
blacks, whites and Hispanics 
have fallen slowly in recent 
years with rates rising 
among younger adults.

Across all ages, death 
rates have declined. 

While the death rate for 
Hispanics fell 2% each year 
between 2000 and 2011, 
that slowed to less than 
1% from 2011 to 2017, 
according to the CDC.

The death-rate decline 
also slowed for black 
Americans during those 
years but barely budged 
for whites.

Most young victims died 
of injuries, including drug 
overdoses and suicides.

Homicides rose as did 
alcohol-related deaths.

Alcohol, drugs kill more 
young, middle-aged
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South Carolina is on track 
to become 10th worst for 
diabetes in the nation.

A new study projects 
16.6% of the state’s 
population will have the 
disease by 2030.

That’s an increase 
of over 38% in just 11 
years, according to the 
PsyDprograms.org study.

PsyDPrograms.org 
analyzed data from the 
Institute of Alternative 
Futures which has projected 
diabetes rates by state and 
major metro areas in the US 
from 2015 to 2030.

Diabetes is a disease in 

which your blood sugar 
level is too high. 

Sugar (glucose) comes 
from the foods you eat. 

Insulin is a hormone that 
helps glucose enter your 
cells for energy, according to 
the US National Library of 
Medicine. 

With type 1 diabetes, your 
body does not make insulin. 

With type 2 diabetes, the 
more common type, your 
body does not make or 
use insulin well. Without 
enough insulin, the glucose 
stays in your blood. 

Over time, having too 
much glucose in your blood 
can cause serious problems. 
It can damage your eyes, 

kidneys, and nerves. 
Diabetes can cause heart 

disease, stroke and even the 
need to remove a limb.

Today, over 30 million 
Americans suffer from the 
disease, 71,000 thousand 
limbs are amputated 
each year due to its 
complications, and it costs 
over $300 billion each year.

The CDC notes that 
areas with lower levels 
of education and higher 
obesity rates tend to have 
higher rates of diabetes.

West Virginia is expected 
to increase the most at 
20.5% of its population 
having diabetes. Utah is 
expected to increase the 

least at 10.2%.
By 2030, the state with 

the highest rate of diabetes 
will be West Virginia.

There more than 20% 
of the population will be 
afflicted. 

The state with the lowest 
projected diabetes rate is 
Utah where just 10% of 
people are projected to have 
the disease. 

Among major metro 
areas examined, Miami 
is projected to have the 
highest diabetes rates and 
Minneapolis the lowest.

View the data at https://
psydprograms.org/
projected-diabetes-rates-
in-america/ .
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A new study shows that 
South Carolina is the 10th 
most obese state in America.

34.1% of its adult 
population struggles with 
obesity.

The national average is 
30.1%.

ConsumerProtect.com has 
released the study which 
analyzed data from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
on obesity, exercise, and 

healthy eating habits.
You are considered obese 

when your Body Mass 
Indicator is over 30. 

If you are 5’9” and 
weigh 203 pounds, you 
qualify as obese.

In Lexington County, the 
average man weighs 216 
pounds with a BMI of 31.5, 
according to a 2-year obesity 
study by DietSpotlight.

That BMI goes up to 32.8 in 
women, who have an average 
weight of 196 pounds.

The average Lexington 
County resident would 
need to lose 60.7 pounds to 
reach a healthy weight, the 
research found.

That’s 2% lower than the 
state average 61.9 pounds 
and 3% higher than the 
national average 59 pounds. 

The national average of 
obese people has doubled 
from 15% in 1990. 

It’s not only bad news 
for our waistlines but also 
our wallets. 

The cost of treating 
obesity – linked to early 
death, heart disease and 
diabetes – is up to $210 
billion annually.

Causes of obesity include:
• Lack of exercise. 28.4% 

of adult SC residents do 
zero physical leisure activity, 
ranking them 17th in the 
country.

• Unhealthy eating. 
40.6% of SC adults east less 
than 1 fruit per day, ranking 
them 9th in the country.

state diabetes rate to jump 38%

do you need to lose 60 pounds?

special to the Chronicle
Lexington County deer 

hunters may need to change 
their tactics.

South Carolina has banned 
the use of natural deer lures 
and attractants, SCDNR 
announced last week.

The new regulation makes 

it unlawful to possess or use, 
for the purpose of hunting 
or scouting, any substance 
or material that contains 
or claims to contain any 
excretion collected from a 
deer, including urine, feces, 
gland oil or other body fluid.

The ban was established 

to prevent the introduction 
of Chronic Wasting Disease 
into South Carolina. 

CWD is a contagious, 
always fatal, neurological 
disease that affects members 
of the deer family. 

The ban does not prohibit 
the use of synthetic products 

or substances collected by 
a hunter from deer legally 
harvested in South Carolina. 

Synthetic products should 
be clearly labeled as such.

Find more information on 
the ban and CWD at http://
www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/
deer/chronicwasting.html .

New restrictions for deer hunters




